"iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiflMitiiiiEiiaiisitiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiittiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiigiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiBiiitiftJiiiiaiiaiiaHiiiiiiiMfiiiiiiiiiuitiDiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiBHiiiiiiiiiBiiiiiiiitiiinis; 


library 


'k  ZI 

WEDNESF1ELD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNdLl 


ISIISIIIIIBIIStlBIISIIBIiSIIBIIBM 


Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

A  '-.'V  ;.*/  '  M 

WILLIAM  BENTLEY 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938 

IIBIIIIIlliailBIISjllflllSIlllifillllifl 


N.  BUDD  &  SON,  PRINTERS 
WOLVERHAMPTON : 
21570 


liaillllB!IBIIBIIBllflliaill!lll!BIIBillllflllB!JI!ll!!iailBllG)IBIIBI)BIIBIIBHBIiailfllllllBIIBIIBIie!IBIIIIIBIIillB!iaiii:iBllll!IIIIIIBIIBIIIiiai 


iiliiiiiiiiliiliiiiiliiiiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiliilMliiiiiaiiiiiliiliilniiiiiiaiiiiii  iiaiianaufliiiiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaHatiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiia:i«naiiaiiiiiaiiiiiaii«ii»MH'iauBiiBiifliiBiiaiisH8ii«iiBiiairtuaiiiiiBiiBiiaiia<tiiiaii  ■  ua  na  ri  a  m 


laiiiiigiiBniMiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiBMiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiBiiiiiiiiBiiiiiBiiaiiiiiiiiaiiiiiiiiaiiiiiBiiiiiaiiiiiaiiBiiiMgiiBiiiiiBiiBiiaiiiiiBiiDiiaiigMi 


WEDNESFIEL 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


■  niiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiaiiiiiiM 


Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
WILLIAM  BENTLEY 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938 


lll!lll!l!iai!lllinlll8l!ll!S!IV  3 


N.  BUDD  &  SON,  PRINTERS 
WOLVERHAMPTON  : 
21370 


aiiaiiiiiaiiBiiBiiiiiaiiBiiBiiiiiaiiaiiaiianaiiiii 


iiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiBiiaiiaiiBiiBiiaiiBiiaiianaiiaiiaiiBiiBii 


IIBIIBIIBIiaiiailBIIBIIBIIBI 


iiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiBiiBiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiBiiaiiaiiaiiiiuiiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaHaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiiiiiiiBiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiBiiaiiaiiaiiBiiBiiBiiaiiauaiiaiiaiiaiiBiiBiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiaiiBiiaiiaiiBiiBiiaiianiii 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  WEDNESF1ELD. 


Gentlemen, 


Again  it  is  my  privilege  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  set  out  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  stated  in  their  Circular 
1728. 


This  has  been  a  somewhat  troublous  year  and  like  most  Public 
Health  Departments  we  have  found  our  work  somewhat  hampered 
owing  to  the  fact  that  it  has  been  necessary  at  times  to  devote  our 
attention  to  work  of  an  unusual  nature. 


Yet  difficult  as  the  year  has  been,  it  has  been  characterised 
by  some  good  work  under  the  Housing  Act,  both  with  regard  to  Slum 
Clearance  and  provision  of  houses  for  families  who  were  living  under 
Overcrowded  Conditions.  It  is  quite  impossible  to  please  everybody 
and  unfortunately  there  are  people  who  fail  to  appreciate  their  much 
improved  Housing  Conditions,  whilst  others  who  would  appreciate 
them  cannot  be  accommodated.  42  houses  have  been  provided 
during  the  year  and  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  to  a 
great  extent  a  pressing  need  has  been  met. 
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It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  during  the  year  there  has  been  no 
epidemic  or  serious  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease,  in  fact,  when  one 
considers  the  vastly  increased  population  of  your  District  the  cases 
have  been  remarkably  few.  At  times  we  have  encountered  consider¬ 
able  difficulty  in  getting  cases  removed  to  hospital,  once  or  twice  we 
have  failed  completely,  and  it  is  a  comfort  to  know  that  the  Joint 
Hospital  Board  is  now  an  established  Body  and  that  we  may  hope 
for  adequate  Hospital  Accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  infectious 
disease  in  the  near  future. 


The  rapid  development  of  your  District  by  Private  Enterprise 
as  well  as  Public  Works  still  continues,  and  it  is  good  to  see  the  new 
H  ousing  Estates  with  their  splendid  roads,  semi-detached  modern 
houses  built  on  up-to-date  lines  and  giving  every  opportunity  to  the 
tenants  to  live  under  hygienic  and  healthy  conditions,  true  the 
somewhat  high  rents  are  still  a  problem,  but  we  must  hope  that  this 
can  be  overcome.  The  Council’s  decision  to  build  houses  “  Without 
Subsidy”  is  a  brave  attempt  to  supply  at  least  to  some  extent  the 
housing  needs  of  the  District,  the  project  deserves  every  success. 
Let  us  hope  that  this  progress  will  go  on  uninterupted. 


Combined  with  my  report  is  that  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector 

* 

who  together  with  myself  comprises  the  entire  staff  of  your  Health 
Department,  he  is  a  most  helpful  colleague  and  I  should  like  to 
express  here  my  appreciation  of  his  ready  and  competent  assistance. 


I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee,  and  all 
members,  for  their  sympathetic  and  valuable  co-operation  during  the 


year. 
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I  also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  ready  assistance  of  your 
Clerk  and  all  Officers,  without  whose  valuable  co-operation  the  work 
of  my  Department  would  be  rendered  much  more  difficult. 


It  is  with  deepest  regret  that  I  recall  the  loss  under  such  tragic 
circumstances  of  a  great  friendand  most  devoted  and  able  councillor 
Mr.  David  Pritchard,  a  man  whom  it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult 
to  replace. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  BENTLEY, 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


April,  1939 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

DEPARTMENT:— 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Sanitary  Inspector  ) 

Meat  &  Foods  Inspector  ) 

Health  Visitors 

Area 

Population  (Mid.  1938) 
Registrar  General's  Figure 

Inhabited  Houses  . 

Rateable  Value 

General  Rate 

Sum  Represented  by  a  P 


W.  BENTLEY,  L  M.S.S.A. 

L.  G.  HUMPHRIS,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

M. R.San.I.,C.R.S.I.  (Meat&  Foods) 

Miss  L.  M.  TAYLOR 
„  P.  OWEN. 

2,515  acres 

13,920 
4,176 
...  £56,820 

13/8 

Rate  £197 


ADOPTION  ACTS,  &c. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  III. 

Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  Act  1907,  Part  II  (other  than 
Sections  23,  24  and  27),  III,  IV,  V,  VI,  and  Section  95,  com¬ 
prised  in  Part  X. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  21  and  Part  V, 

As  to  parts  of  the  District,  the  Council  is  invested  with  the  powers 
granted  to  a  Rural  District  Council  by  section  6  of  the  Public  Health 
(Water)  Act,  1878. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

L, 

I 

L 

I 

L 

I 

per  1000 

149 

6 

164 

3 

313 

9 

23.10 

STILLBIRTHS 

9-4-13 


DEATHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

PER  1000 

59 

55 

114 

8.19 

INFANT  MORTALITY 
Deaths  under  one  year. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

i 

Rate 

L 

I 

L 

I 

L 

I 

per  1000 

13 

1 

7 

- 

20 

1 

65  21 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth 
From  Sepsis  -  NIL 


From  other  causes 
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INF’ANT  MORTALITY  during  Year  1938. 


Causes  of 

Death 

Total  under 
one  year 

Under  1  day 

1  to  7  days 

7  to  14  days 

14  to  28  days 

1  to  3  months 

3  to  6  months 

6  to  9  months 

9  to  12  months 

Prematurity 

...6... 

...  1... 

...  4... 

...  1 

Enteritis 

.1... 

...  1 

Pneumonia 

...2... 

.  1.. 

...  1 

Deficient  Expansion 

of  Lungs 

..3. 

...  2... 

1 

Meningitis 

.2... 

...  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1... 

...  1 

Spina  Bifida 

...1... 

...  1 

Whooping  Cough  .. 

..  2... 

•  •  •  •  •  . 

. 

...  2 

Asphyxia 

...1... 

...  1 

Lymphatic 

Leukaemia 

...1... 

. 

. 

. 

. 

...  1 

Cerebral 

- 

Haemorrhage 

...1... 

...  1 

Diarrhoea 

•  ••!••  • 

. 

. 

. 

. 

..  1 

TOTALS  ... 

21... 

...  3... 

...  6... 

...  2  .. 

...  1 ... 

...  4... 

...  3... 

...  1... 

...  1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WEDNESFIELD  U.D. 


Causes  of  Death 

1934 

1935 

1936 

|  1937 

1938 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

1  F 

fin 

50 

63 

56 

77 

EQ 

C  r 

OU 

t±t> 

1  I 

Do 

DD 

All  Causes. 

93 

104 

119 

136 

114 

Enteric  Fever 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

...  1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

...  1... 

. 

. 

1 

...  A... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

. 

...  l... 

...  2  .. 

...  l 

Diohtheria  including  Ma  mbranous 

Croup 

. 

. 

...  1... 

. 

. 

...  2  .. 

...  2 

Influenza 

. 

. 

...  2... 

. 

...  2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

...  1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

Syphilis 

. 

. 

...  1 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 

System 

...  7... 

...  5... 

...  3 

...  2 

...  3  .. 

...  3... 

...10... 

...  l... 

4 

•  •  •  2  •  •  • 

...  2 

Other  Forms 

. 

. 

..  1... 

. 

. 

... 

. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  2... 

...  1 

Cancer  Malignant  Disease 

...  6  . 

...  5... 

...  4  — 

...  5 

...  8... 

...  9... 

...  4... 

...  6... 

.  6  .. 

...  5 

Aneurysm 

. 

. 

. 

...2  ... 

. 

...  1 

Diabetes 

. 

...  1 

...  1... 

...  2 

G.P  1.  Tabes  &c. 

. 

. 

. 

..  1 

Cerebral  Hesmorrhage... 

...  4... 

. 

...  2... 

. 

..  1... 

...  4... 

...  4... 

...  6 

Heart  Disease 

..  8... 

...11... 

...15... 

.  11 

...16... 

...19... 

...10  . 

...11... 

...  9... 

...  9 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

•  •  •  1... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  2... 

...  2... 

...  5  .. 

...  1... 

...  2... 

..  1.. 

...  2... 

...  1 

Bronchitis 

...  2... 

...  2  . 

...  1... 

..  4... 

...  1... 

...  2... 

...  3  .; 

...  2  .. 

...  3... 

...  1 

Pneumonia,  all  forms  ... 

...  6... 

...  4... 

...  6... 

...  5... 

...  7... 

..  5... 

...  4... 

.  4... 

...  9... 

...  9 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

...  1... 

. 

...  1... 

...  1... 

...  1... 

...  2  .. 

...  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

...  2... 

. 

...  1... 

2... 

.  • .  ... 

...  1... 

...  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

...  1 ... 

...  1... 

. 

...  1... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

. 

...  2 

Appendicitis 

. 

...  1... 

. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1... 

...  1... 

...  1... 

...  3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

...  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &o. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

..  .. 

1... 

. 

. 

...  1... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1 

Other  digestive  diseases 

...  1... 

...  1... 

...  1 ... 

...  1... 

. 

...  1 

...  2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

•  •  •  •  •  > 

...  1 ... 

...  3... 

...  2... 

...  1... 

• .  •  •  •  . 

...  3... 

...  2  .. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  2 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

. 

... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1... 

. . •  ... 

...  1 

Other  Diseases  and  accidents  of 

| 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

•  •  •  •  »  . 

...  1... 

•  •  •  •  • 

. 

. 

*  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  n 

...  1 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  Premature  Births 

...  4  . 

...  1... 

1  ... 

...  3... 

...  3 ... 

...  4... 

..  11 

..  6  — 

. . .  8. . . 

...  4 

Senility 

...  3... 

..  4... 

•  •  •  .  . . 

...  2... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  3 ... 

...  5.. 

...  2... 

...  1 

Suicide 

...  1... 

. . 

...  2... 

. 1 

...  5... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

...  1... 

, , ,  •  •  • 

...  4  .. 

...  4... 

...  2  .. 

..  4  . 

...  4 

•  •  •  •  9  • 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

...  3... 

...  4... 

...  6... 

...  7... 

...  5... 

•I*  5> . • 

...  5... 

...  3... 

...  1... 

.10... 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

Estimated  Population 

...  9,910  ... 

...  10,270  ... 

...  11,700  ... 

...  12,960  ... 

...  13,920 

Total  Deaths 

93  . 

104  ... 

119  ... 

136  ... 

...  114 

Death  Rate 

...  9.38  ... 

..  10.12  ... 

...  10.17  ... 

...  10.49  ... 

...  819 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provision  of 
Health  Services  for  the 

Area 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Diphtheria  swabs  and  other  specimens  are  sent  to  the  County 
Bacteriological  Laboratory  at  Stafford  and  to  the  Pathological 
Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Hospital  for  examination. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


For  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  an  ambulance  is  provided 
by  the  hospital  authorities  who  take  the  patient. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 


Wednesfield  Nursing  Association,  an  organisation  supported 
by  voluntary  contributions,  provides  one  nurse  who  gives  professional 
service  to  necessitous  non-infectious  cases.  When  infectious  cases 
are  kept  at  home  the  mother  of  the  patient  usually  acts  as  nurse, 
under  the  direction  of  the  medical  attendant. 


NURSE’S  REPORT 


Number  of  visits  paid  to  patients  during  1938 

Number  of  Deaths 

New  patients  during  the  year 


3162 

15 

113 
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WEDNE5FIELD  DISTRICT  NURSING  ASSOCIATION. 

Balance  Sheet  for  Year  ended  December  31st,  1938 
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*Full  delails  of  these  items  given  Audited  and  found  correct, 

elsewhere  in  thi6  report  ! 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


Under  the  direction  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  a 
Welfare  Centre  is  held  at  the  Wesleyan  Sunday  School,  Well  Lane. 
Valuable  advice  and  assistance  may  be  obtained  free  at  this  Centre. 
The  times  of  attendance  are  as  follows  : — 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

2  to  5  p  m.  on  Tuesday,  Weekly. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

2  to  5  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  Fortnightly. 


Children  attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  can  be  referred 
to  an  Opthalmic  Surgeon,  and  for  orthopaedic  treatment  and  dental 
treatment  under  the  County  Council’s  schemes.  Dental  treatment 
is  also  provided  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 

Dried  milks  stocked  at  the  Centre  and  retailed  at  reduced 
cost  prices. 


From  time  to  time  lectures  on  mothercraft  are  given. 


HOSPITALS 

Most  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  are  treated  at 
Bilston  Isolation  Hospital.  Wolverhampton  Borough  and  Walsall 
Borough  are  also  helpful  when  they  have  the  necessary  room  available. 
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SMALLPOX 


Provision  is  made  at  Moxley  under  the  South  Staffordshire 
Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board. 


MATERNITY 

By  arrangement  with  the  County  Council  The  Royal  Hospital 
Wolverhampton  will  take  difficult  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment. 

Three  Registered  Midwives  reside  within  the  District. 


MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL 

The  Royal  Hospital,  the  Womens  Hospital,  and  the  Eye 

Infirmary,  Wolverhampton,  are  all  within  easy  distance. 


Wordsley  Hospital  is  also  available  for  patients  who  cannot 
obtain  accommodation  elsewhere,  the  only  objection  to  this 
Institution  is  the  distance,  which  is  likely  to  cause  considerable 
hardship  both  to  patients  and  their  relatives. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Combined  with  this  report  is  that  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
ith  as  been  found  much  more  suitable  to  the  setting  out  of  the  Reports 
to  combine  the  two  rather  than  separate  them. 


WATER 

The  supply  of  water  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  is 
good  and  adequate.  Where  new  developments  have  taken  place  the 
mains  have  promptly  been  extended  to  serve  them.  A  few  wells  still 
necessarily  exist  in  isolated  parts  of  the  District  but  if  the  present 
rate  of  development  continues  we  may  hope  that  a  piped  supply  may 
soon  be  available  in  all  areas. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Willenhall 
Urban  District  Council  for  a  combined  sewer  to  be  laid  in  the 
Boundry  Road  known  as  Noose  Lane,  the  sewage  to  be  treated  at 
the  Willenhall  works,  this  should  prove  a  great  asset  to  that  part  of 
the  District,  which  otherwise  would  be  most  difficult  to  drain. 


In  the  reconstruction  of  Stubby  Lane  a  new  Surface  Water 
Sewer  has  been  included  which  should  deal  satisfactorily  with  a 
considerable  volume  of  water  which  under  the  old  scheme  of  things 
was  taken  by  open  ditches. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 


In  the  greater  part  of  the  District  proper  wash-down  water 
closets  are  now  provided,  and  in  all  new  Domestic  Buildings 
the  standard  of  at  least  one  to  every  house  is  being  maintained* 


Waste-water  closets  still  present  a  broblem  which  I  hope  we 
shall  be  able  to  solve  in  the  near  future. 


This  type  of  closet,  through  effective  is  certainly  not  hygenic, 
Many  have  been  taken  out,  but  I  am  afraid  we  shall  never  make  a 
clean  sweep  and  get  rid  of  them  all  until  some  scheme  for  providing 
assistance  to  the  owners  is  promoted. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  we  are  now  able,  with  the  additional 
plant,  to  maintain  a  weeky  collection  of  house  refuse.  With  the 
increasing  number  of  business  premises  in  the  district  it  is  fairly 
obvious  that  some  special  provision  must  soon  be  made  for  the 
collection  and  removal  of  trade  refuse,  a  service  for  which  trades¬ 
people  would  be  expected  to  pay.  No  doubt  in  many  cases  this 
service  would  be  appreciated  as  the  disposal  of  trade  refuse  does 
present  a  difficulty  to  many  tradesmen. 
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SUMMARY 


Notices  served  requiring  repairs  and  abatement  of  Nuisances  80 

Outstanding  at  end  of  year  •••  ...  3 

Number  of  inspections — Housing  ...  ...  ...  2480 

Slaughterhouses  and  Offensive  Trades  ...  450 

Other  inspections — Nuisances  etc.  ...  ...  ...  745 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  •••  32 

Factories  and  Workshops  .  ...  51 

Visits  in  case  of  infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  69 

Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  62 

Disinfestations  ...  •••  ...  ...  8 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  •  194 

Bedding  etc.  destroyed  at  owners  request  ...  1  lot 

Additional  Wash-houses  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  provided  with  additional  water  supply  ...  6 

Additional  W.C’s  provided  ...  ...  6 

Waste-water  closets  converted  to  proper  wash-down  water 

closets  ...  ...•  ...  ...  ...  8 

Yards  and  approaches  paved,  (not  including  Council's  Houses)  10 

Houses  demolished,  under  notices  ...  ...  ...  12 

Unsound  meat  condemmed  and  destroyed  ...  ...150  lbs. 
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SHOPS 


In  the  newly  developed  areas  of  the  District  we  now  have  a 
good  number  of  new  shops,  these  are  of  excellent  structure  and  in 
most  of  them  a  good  class  of  business  is  being  carried  on.  Generally 
speaking  the  trade  carried  on  throughout  the  District  is  of  a  very 
good  standard  and  little  trouble  is  experienced. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  advancement  in  the  abatement  of 
atmospheric  polution  brought  about  by  modern  methods  of  stoking 
and  heating.  No  complaint  of  smoke  nuisance  has  been  received 
from  any  part  of  the  District  during  the  year,  but  it  is  obvious  that 
there  is  still  much  room  for  improvement. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Eight  houses  were  disinfested  during  the  year,  seven  being 
found  infested  by  bugs,  and  the  other  by  fleas.  We  are  always  ready 
to  give  every  assistance  to  people  who  are  ready  to  help  themselves, 
but  success  depends  to  a  great  extent  upon  the  keen  desire  of  the 
tenants  to  get  rid  of  the  infestation,  and  their  readiness  to  co-oper¬ 
ate  with  those  who  are  trying  to  help  them. 

Several  cases  have  been  found  where  people  have  come  from 
other  districts,  occupied  a  new  house  for  a  few  months,  and  then 
left  it  badly  bug  infested.  Unfortunately  the  condition  is  often 
unnoticed  by  the  landlord  or  the  next  tenant  until  he  has  been  in 
occupation  for  some  time. 

Number  of  Council  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  other  houses  disinfested  •••  •••  6 

Method  used,  Insecticide  Spray. 

Insecticide  used  “Clymax”. 


SCHOOLS 

There  are  now  seven  Public  Elementary  Schools  within  the 
District,  all  these  have  a  satisfactory  supply  of  water  piped  from  the 
mains  and  the  sanitary  conditions  are  generally  good. 
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HOUSING 


Good  progress  still  continues  in  Building  Development,  236 
houses  having  been  completed  during  the  year.  42  of  these  were  built 
by  the  Council  under  Slum  Clearance  and  Overcrowding  Pro* 
grammes. 

Many  persons  desiring  to  purchase  their  own  houses  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  Council’s  Scheme  for  providing  assistance. 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  850 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  2,570 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  Sub¬ 

head  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re¬ 
corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations  1925  ...  ...  ...  360 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  420 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  10 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  to  those  referred 

% 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  125 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 

Service  of  formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 
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3,  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the 

year 

A.  —  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  • — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  28 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notice:  — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  28 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 


B. ““Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  36 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice: — 

(а)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

(б)  by  local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 


C. — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1 936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  20 


D. — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 
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Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding 

(a)  1  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


year  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

2  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  6 

3  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  37 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(e)  1  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

2  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  245 


24  four-bedroom  type  houses  for  the  relief  of  overcrowding 
have  been  provided  at  Wood  End. 
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HOUSING  ACT  1936. 


Progress  under  Slum  Clearance  Schemes. 


Position  according  to  registers  at  31st.  Dec¬ 
ember  1938. 


Houses  in  Clearance  Areas 

Orchard  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  14 

Rickyard  ..  ...  8 

High  Street  ...  ...  ...  7 

29 

Individual  Unfit  House 

Number  on  Register  ..  ...  ...  30 

59 

Number  of  houses  provided  ...  ...  30 

Undertakings  from  owners  accepted  ...  ...  9 

Cases  where  re-housing  has  not  been  necessary  ...  9 

Number  of  houses  required  at  31st  December  1938  11 

59 


24  houses  were  provided  at  Wood  End  for  the  relief  of  over¬ 
crowding  and  this  left  6  further  cases  to  be  provided  for. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


There  are  six  Slaughterhouses  within  the  District,  2  register¬ 
ed  and  4  licensed,  these  are  kept  under  constant  supervision  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  a  table  as  required  is  set  out  below  showing 
number  of  animals  killed  and  action  taken.  The  quality  of  meat 
sold  in  the  District  is  very  good. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Bovines 

(Young) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

487 

48 

15 

2720 

245 

Number  Inspected 

487 

48 

15 

2720 

245 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  Whole  Carcases 
Condemned. 

— 

Some  Part  or  Organ 

Condemned. 

8 

4 

— 

15 

— 

Percentage  of  number  aff¬ 
ected  with  Disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis. 

1.64 

8.33 

— 

.55 

— 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  Carcases 

Condemned.  , 

Some  Part  or  Organ 

Condemned 

4 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Percentage  Affected 

.82 

6.25 

— 

— 

2.04 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1933 

Eleven  licenses  to  slaughter  and  stun  animals  were  granted; 
during  the  year. 

The  question  of  bringing  sheep  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  was  reconsidered  by  the  Council  and  it  was  decided  that  sheep 
be  not  included. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of 

Foods  Adulteration,  Etc, 

Samples  of  Foods  and  Drugs  are  taken  by  the  County  Council 
for  examination,  they  being  the  responsible  Authority. 

During  the  outbreak  of  Dysentery  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  your  Sanitary  Inspector  took  various  samples,  when  enquiries 
led  him  to  suspect  any  article  of  food  taken  by  the  patient,  these 
samples  were  accepted  at  the  County  Laboratory,  where,  although 
results  in  respect  of  these  foods  proved  negative,  thorough  examin¬ 
ation  was  made,  and  every  assistance  given. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Building  development  has  taken  its  toll  of  the  grazing  land  in 
the  District,  with  the  result  that  the  number  of  Dairy  Farms  is  now 
reduced  to  sixteen,  these  are  kept  under  observation  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  take  action  against  two  farmers 
during  the  year  where  samples  taken  proved  unsatisfactory  owing 
to  the  presence  of  Coliform  bacilli.  In  each  instance  the  action 
taken  proved  effective. 


DESIGNATED  MILK 

Seven  Supplementary  Licenses  and  two  Dealers  Licenses  to 
sell  Designated  Milk  within  the  District  during  the  year,  were  issued, 
all  supplies  being  obtained  from  other  districts  The  grades  for  which 
licenses  were  granted  were  as  follows  : — 

PASTEURISED  ...  ...  5 

TUBERCULIN  TESTED  ...  2 

ACCREDITED  ...  ...  2 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
Notified  during  1938. 


Diseases 

! 

Number  of  Cases 

N  otified. 

Total  Cases 

admitted  to 

Hospital 

Age  Periods — 

Years. 

All  ages 

Under  1 

1  to  5 

5  to  10 

10  to  15 

15  to  20 

20  to  25 

- — - - j 

25  to  35 

35  to  45 

- J 

45  to  55 

55  to  65 

— 

65 

upwards 

Diphtheria 

including 

Membranous 

Croup 

...  7 

.  .  . 

...  1 

...  4 

.  .  . 

1 

...  1 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

... 

... 

...  7 

Erysipelas 

...  5 

.  .  . 

... 

...  2 

...  1 

...  2 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

.46 

,  , 

...13 

...22 

...  7 

... 

...  3 

...  1 

...  25 

Ophthalmia 

...  3 

...  3 

. .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

.  ,  , 

... 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  ... 

...19 

.  .  . 

...  1 

.  .  . 

... 

...  3 

...  2 

...  5 

...  5 

...  1 

...  1 

...  1 

Other  Forms  ... 

...  7 

...  1 

...  1 

...  2 

...  1 

...  2 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

...  4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

...  1 

...  2 

...  1 

.  •  • 

...  4 

Puerperal  Fever 

...  1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

. . . 

... 

...  1 

•  •  • 

...  1 

Pneumonia 

...27 

...  1 

...  3 

...  4 

...  2 

...  4 

...  3 

...  4 

...  3 

...  3 

12 

Dysentery 

...  4 

•  •  • 

...  1 

...  2 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...  1 

...  1 

Cebro-spinal 

Fever 

...  1 

.  .  . 

. .  . 

. . . 

...  1 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

...  1 

Totals 

124 

...  5 

...20 

CO 

.TO 

...  9 

..  7 

...19 

-.11 

..  7 

j...  i 

...  1 

51 

SMALLPOX.  No  case  was  notified. 


SCARLET  FEVER  46  cases  were  notified  compared  with  22 
in  1937.  No  deaths  occurred 


DIPHTHERIA.  7  cases  were  noted  thoughout  the  year  as  against 
14  in  1937  The  cases  were  evenly  distributed  thoughout  the  District. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease.  90  swabs  from  suspected 
cases  were  examined,  7  of  these  gave  positive  result. a  Immunisation 
against  this  disease  is  now  available.  During  the  year  124  children 
were  immunised,  giving  a  percentage  of  60.2.  206  forms  were  issued 
asking  for  parental  consent  and  133  consents  were  received. 
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ENTERIC  FEVER.  No  case  occurred. 


MEASLES.  A  mild  epedemic  of  measles  prevailed  during  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  fortunately  no  death  from  this  disease  occurred. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  was  responsible  for  3  deaths.  A  number 
of  cases  were  reported  from  the  schools. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  on 
the  register  70  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  38 
males  and  32  females,  and  44  persons,  21  males  and  23  females, 
suffering  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  a  total  on  the  register  of 
114.  From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  6  deaths  were 
registered  as  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  3  deaths  occurred  from 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis.  19  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  were  notified  during  the  year  and  7  other  forms.  Only  6  of  the 
pulmonary  cases  were  admitted  to  sanatoria.  It  is  a  great  pity  that 
patients  do  not  take  greater  advantage  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  Institutional  treatment.  The  disease  is  infectious  and  other 
members  of  the  family,  especailly  children,  are  liable  to  contract  it. 
Contacts  ought  to  be  periodically  examined,  the  earlier  the  case  is 
diagnosed  the  better  the  chance  of  recovery,  only  in  this  way  can  we 
hope  to  control  this  dread  disease. 


TUBERCULOSIS,  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938 


Age  Periods — 

Years. 

New  Cases 

Deaths. 

Pul. 

N  on. 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non. 

Pul. 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  to  1 

...  1 ... 

...  2... 

1  to  5 

...  1... 

•  •  •  ... 

...  1... 

...  1... 

...  1... 

5  to  10 

. , .  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

..  2... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10  to  15 

...  ... 

• • •  ... 

...  1... 

.  •  •  •  •  • 

.  «  •  •  •  • 

15  to  20 

.  2.. 

...  1... 

...  1... 

20  to  25 

...  ... 

...  2... 

•  •  •  .  • , 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1... 

25  to  35 

...  2... 

...  3... 

...  1... 

...  1.. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

35  to  45 

...  3... 

...  2... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1... 

...  1... 

45  to  55 

...  1... 

...  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

55  to  65 

...  1... 

...  .  •  * 

. 

65  upwards 

...  1... 

. 

...  1 

Totals 

...11... 

...  8... 

...  3... 

...  4... 

...  4  .. 

...  2... 

...  2... 

...  1... 

The  Sanatoria  for  the  district  are  :  — 

For  Males  Prestwood  Sanatorium  and  Edge  View  Tuberculosis  Hospital 

For  Females,  Groundslow  and  Yarnfield 

For  Children,  The  Limes  Sanatorium,  Himlay 
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ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA.  one  death  occurred  from 
this  disease. 

INFLUENZA  &  PNEUMONIA.  During  the  year  27  cases 

of  Pneumonia  were  notified  as  against  15  in  1937  and  21  in  1936* 

There  were  18  deaths  due  to  this  cause  as  against  8  in  1937  There 
were  no  deaths  from  Influenza. 

CANCER.  11  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease  during  the  year, 
6  males  and  6  females. 


Ages  and  Parts  Affected. 


PARTS 

AFFECTED 

20- 

-30 

30  - 

-40 

40  - 

-  50 

50  - 

-  60 

60  - 

-  70 

70  - 

TOTAL 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

BREAST 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  . 

1... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

...1... 

LIVER 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  X  •  •  • 

RECTUM 

... 

... 

•  %  > 

.  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

1... 

...1 .. 

STOMACH  ... 

... 

1... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

COLON 

... 

... 

... 

1... 

... 

... 

... 

1... 

...2... 

PERITONEUM 

... 

1... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

...1... 

PANCREAS  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1... 

... 

OESOPHAGUS 

... 

... 

. .  • 

... 

... 

... 

1... 

1... 

...2... 

LIP 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1... 

...i... 

•  ♦  • 

... 

1  . 

1... 

•  • 

.  .  • 

1 

2... 

1... 

1... 

3... 

1... 

..11... 

38 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


YEAR 

CASES  NOTIFIED 

DEATHS 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Malaria 

Diphtheria  including 
Membranous  Croup 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Forms 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica  i 

Anthrax 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Malaria 

Diphtheria  including 

Membranous  Croup 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis 

Pulmonary 

T  ubereulosis 

Other  Forms 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Anthrax 

1927 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

5 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1928 

7 

- 

10 

1 

- 

3 

- 

- 

4 

5 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

1 

- 

- 

1929 

29 

2 

40 

1 

- 

3 

1 

- 

10 

3 

- 

- 

23 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

2 

- 

- 

1930 

28 

1 

26 

1 

- 

3 

3 

- 

9 

3 

- 

- 

12 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

1931 

10 

3 

17 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

10 

2 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

1932 

10 

4 

30 

- 

- 

6 

4 

- 

6 

4 

1 

- 

9 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1933 

13 

4 

81 

2 

- 

4 

5 

- 

12 

5 

1 

- 

10 

- 

9 

5 

- 

- 

1934 

14 

1 

S6 

1 

- 

9 

3 

- 

15 

4 

- 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

5 

- 

- 

1935 

32 

3 

44 

6 

18 

1 

- 

12 

2 

- 

- 

11 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

5 

1 

- 

- 

1936 

21 

3 

47 

2 

- 

11 

2 

- 

10 

7 

- 

- 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

1937 

15 

2 

22 

5 

- 

14 

6 

- 

21 

4 

- 

- 

8 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

11 

- 

- 

- 

1938 

27 

5 

46 

5 

- 

7 

3 

1 

19 

7 

- 

_ 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

3 

1 

- 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  1901,  and  the 
Factories  Act,  1937  (which  superseded  the  Act  of  1901  on  1st  July,  1938) 


1— INSPECTIONS 

for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 
Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Premises. 

(1) 

N umber  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

...  85... 

4... 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

6... 

tOther  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 

works  of  building  and  engineering  construe- 

tion  but  not  including  outworkers’  premises). 

Total 

...  91... 

4... 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  defects. 

Number  of 
delects  in 
respect  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refered  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

which  Pro¬ 
se  c  u  tions 
were  insti¬ 
tuted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1) 

2... 

2... 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

4... 

4... 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

2.. 

2... 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6)  ... 

1... 

1. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) 
insufficient 

5... 

5... 

unsuitable  or  defective 

% 

not  separate  for  sexes 

1... 

1... 

Other  offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act, 
1937.) 

Total 

...  15... 

...  15... 
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